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a better life, but they have bettered the lives
of those now around them.

Now in North Florida, the two have both
given much back to their adopted community.
Basma teaches middle school girls at the
Foundation Academy much more than just
math and science. Through example, she in-
stills the value of taking initiatives and the im-
portance of making a difference in the lives of
others. To do this, she brings her classes to
visit a local nursing home and organizes cloth-
ing at the church’s thrift store. Her husband,
Ali, contributes to the Christian academy
through his work as a chef and a soccer
coach, both bridging gaps in different religious
communities.

For Basma, the work doesn’t end when the
school day is over. Basma has been volun-
teering with refugee-resettlement agencies,
working as the Florida delegate to the
UNHCR, and even founding the Iragi Family
Organization so that the Iragi community could
support one another.

The increasing conflict in the Middle East
has threatened the future of refugees to the
United States. Basma, who became an Amer-
ican citizen in July, wrote an essay with great
courage, telling her own story in response to
the political rhetoric about banning Muslims
and refugees from certain countries. Her ex-
pressions of the struggles she faced and the
love she had for America were simple, yet the
message was clear and powerful.

As a Member of Congress, | have the privi-
lege of interacting with and supporting the
work of outstanding individuals, such as
Basma Alawee. America is the world’s most
generous and diverse country, and Basma is
proof that this generosity touches those who
need it most. | am proud that Basma and her
family call Jacksonville, FL their home. Basma
has fully utilized the great opportunities pre-
sented to her by the United States of America
and has dedicated her life to fostering commu-
nity in Jacksonville and around the world.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and Members of
Congress to join me in recognizing Basma
Alawee, not only for overcoming incredible
challenges as a refugee, but for her dedication
making this country a home for her family, her
neighbors, and those who have dreams of es-
caping conflict for a better life.

——

HONORING MR. DOUGLAS HEUSER
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE SEE
SCIENCE CENTER

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my congratulations to Douglas Heuser
on his retirement from the SEE Science Cen-
ter after 32 years, and thank him for the out-
standing work he did during his career.

Mr. Heuser's commitment to promoting and
instilling a love of science in people across the
Granite state has been a critical aspect of his
dedication to education. Under Mr. Heuser’s
leadership, the SEE Science Center has
grown from a staff of one to a staff of 23 and
the center has grown from 4,500 square feet
to 45,000. This expansion exemplifies Mr.
Heuser's outstanding management abilities
and successful marketing techniques.
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The creativity, knowledge and experience
Mr. Heuser brought to New Hampshire during
his time at the SEE Science Center has been
invaluable, and it's clear he leaves an exam-
ple of strong leadership for others to emulate
in his wake.

It is with great admiration that | congratulate
Mr. Heuser on his retirement, and wish him
the best on all future endeavors.

IN HONOR OF GEORGIE CLARK
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the accomplishments and celebrate the
tourism award being presented to a truly re-
markable woman and dear friend, Georgiana
Clark. Today, the National Tour Association at
their annual convention in Atlanta, Georgia, is
recognizing Mrs. Clark with the Pioneer Award
for her lifetime dedication to the tourism indus-
try in the United States. | have known Georgie
and her late husband, Norman, since the early
1980s. They are the founders and operators of
a family attraction in Santa Cruz County:
Roaring Camp Railroads. The goal of the
Clark Family was to freeze a period in time so
visitors can step across the authentic wooden
covered bridge and step back in time to the
1880’s.

Norman and Georgiana Clark realized their
family owned tourist attraction would never be
able to financially afford the worldwide mar-
keting needed to make their attraction a suc-
cess, but they believed in cooperative mar-
keting. Georgiana and Norman were the
founders of what is today Cal Travel but was
founded as the California Travel Industry As-
sociation and were the founders of what today
is known as US Travel but was founded as
the Travel Industry Association of America.

After Norman’s passing in 1985, Georgiana
went on to launch the company’s second rail
service, the Santa Cruz, Big Trees & Pacific
Railway, the train from the California Red-
woods to the beaches of Santa Cruz, Mon-
terey Bay and the Santa Cruz Beach Board-
walk. I'm proud to say | was part of the origi-
nal dedication ceremony when this tourist at-
traction began in Santa Cruz County. Today
Roaring Camp is a thriving tourist attraction
hosting many historical events and one of the
largest Day Out With Thomas (Thomas the
Tank Engine) events in the world.

Georgiana Collins Clark was born in 1935
Honolulu, Hawaii. She learned the importance
of tourism at a very young age. Georgie and
her sisters would make leis and sell them to
arriving visitors to Honolulu as they dis-
embarked off of cruise ships. Remember—
back then there was no commercial air serv-
ices. Georgiana later became a stewardess for
Aloha Airlines where she met her husband,
Norman on a flight. After Norman and
Georgiana were married they settled in to their
new home on the property of Roaring Camp
where together they raised their three daugh-
ters Chemene, Melani and Kapiolani. Today
two of their daughters work in tourism; Melani
is the CEO for Roaring Camp Railroads and
Kapiolani is an Operations Director at the
Disneyland Resort in Anaheim.

Georgiana has played such a huge part in
so many lives but especially to her family and
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friends. As the National Tour Association rec-
ognizing Georgiana P. Clark for her lifetime
contribution to tourism, | am proud to say |
have watched this family owned and operated
attraction grow and flourish over the years.

Mr. Speaker, | know | speak for the whole
House in celebrating Georgiana P. Clark’s
amazing spirit and offering our congratulations
to her on her lifetime of dedication to the tour-
ism industry.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF
JAMES J. PAVLICIN

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Jim Pavlicin, a resident of Gulfport,
Florida, who passed away on January 7,
2016. James Joseph Pavlicin was born and
raised in Westbury, New York, the son of
United States Navy veteran and Nassau
County Police Detective Michael Thomas
Pavlicin and his wife, Margaret Josephine (née
Clay).

During World War II, Jim's mother sewed
three blue stars on her Military Service flag, as
all three of her sons, members of the Greatest
Generation, defended our nation overseas.
Following his older brothers—Mike, who
served in the United States Navy, and
George, who served in the United States Ma-
rine Corps—Jim joined the United States
Army. In the post-war period, he was assigned
to the Military Police Honor Guard, IX Corps
Headquarters, in Sendai, Japan.

Returning home, he married his beloved
wife of sixty years and eight months, Mary
(née Horton). Settling on Long Island, New
York, Mary and Jim raised four children:
James (Annie), William (Debra), Jo Ann (Van),
and Robert (Melissa); had seven grand-
children: Jessica (Sean), Amy (Matt), Kellie
(Brandon), William, Rachel, Matthew, and Re-
becca; and five great-grandchildren: Kaelyn,
Matthew, Sam, Jacob, and Thomas. A sixth
great-grandchild, Brandon Jr., will be born this
month. He is also survived by two sisters,
Mary Elliott and Margaret Clark, and dozens of
nieces and nephews.

Jim was a proud member of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers for
fifty-five years. He enjoyed gardening, sport
aviation, and travel, and was a master wood-
worker. Mary and Jim retired to Gulfport in
1998 after four years of living in a recreational
vehicle and seeing this beautiful country. They
belonged to the Gulfport Presbyterian Church,
and were active and avid volunteers with the
Experimental Aircraft Association, and the Sun
’n Fun Fly-In & Expo, Florida’s largest conven-
tion. In 2012, Jim and his daughter Jo Ann
participated in an Honor Flight, along with
many other veterans from the Tampa area,
traveling to Washington to visit the National
World War Il Memorial along the Mall.

Jim’s goal in life was to “build a better
mouse trap”—and most of the time, he did.
He always had a smile on his face, and was
happiest when he was with his family, helping
others, telling a story, or singing. At his fu-
neral, his grandchildren recounted how mean-
ingful it was to hear their grandfather say to
them, “Good job. I'm proud of you.”




		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-22T08:40:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




